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A Valentine Story
Brother Knights,

This month, we leave behind us the thrill
of a new year and the bitter cold of
January, only to put on the slightly-less-
bitter cold of February. | sincerely hope
that the proverbial groundhog will not see
his shadow this year, and | have drafted a
letter to him on behalf of our council with
my request. You all may sign it at our next
meeting.

Something we have to look forward to
in February (aside from Mardi Gras) is, of
course, Valentine's Day. | can still
remember back in elementary school
having a box on my desk filled with
suckers stuck into cardboard Valentines.
Though | am past the age of receiving
these trinkets, | do believe that Valentine’s
Day, like many holidays, has lost much of
its original meaning. On this day we honor
the priest and martyr Saint Valentine, and
though his story may not ring of flowers
and cards in red envelopes, it is certainly a
story of love.

Saint Valentine was an early Christian
clergyman (often said to be either a bishop
or priest) in the mid-3rd century who lived
in or around the city of Rome, where
Christianity was still persecuted. One
common story says that St. Valentine was
jailed for his faith and was imprisoned at
the house of a certain Judge Austerius.
The judge listened to Valentine talking
about Jesus on whose account he was
imprisoned and was moved by Valentine’s
passionate defense of Jesus’ power and
love. So, Austerius decided to put Jesus to
the test. Austerius had a young daughter
who was blind, and he told Valentine that if
Jesus could heal his daughter from

blindness, he would do anything Valentine
asked. Valentine accepted this offer and
brought the daughter before him, laid his
hands on her, and asked Jesus to heal her
from blindness...and she was!

Dumb- founded and grateful for this
miracle, Austerius honored his promise and
was baptized along with all 44 members of
his household.

After his release, Valentine continued his
work, presiding over Christian marriages in
secret. However, Valentine's freedom did
not last long. He was again arrested for
illegally practicing Christianity and was
said to even have gone before emperor
Claudius Il himself. Despite an initially
friendly reception, Valentine's defense of
the faith enraged Claudius who had
Valentine clubbed and beheaded after
refusing to recant his faith. Valentine was
buried by the Via Flaminia, whereafter his
body was taken by his followers and buried
elsewhere.

While St. Valentine's feast day is
associated with romantic love, Valentine's
story reflects the two greatest expressions
of love we can offer. St. Valentine loved
God to the point of imprisonment and
death, and he loved God's people enough
to minister to them in spite of persecution.
This Valentine’s Day, let us consider his
story and reflect on the kind of love we
show.

We have been blessed with an
eventful February! On The 1st, we are
serving a pancake breakfast at St.
Matthews. On February 12th, Council 4090
is hosting their Seminarian Fundraiser
Dinner at 5:30. If you want tickets, please
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contact me. On February 14th,
the 4th Degree is having their
Admiral’s Ball at 6:00 PM, which
our council is supporting. We
also begin Lent on the 18th, so
begin to prepare for this
penitential season.

In Christ,
Ronan Streby, Grand Knight
Vivat Jesus!

February 2026
Calendar of Events

Pancake Breakfast - St. Matthew

Presentation of the Lord

Assembly 510 Meeting, Holy

Redeemer Family Life Center,

7:30 p.m.

Msgr. Dunigan Council 695

Meeting, St John Vianney Parish

Center, 7:30 p.m.

11 World Day of the Sick

12 Seminarian Dinner, St. John
Davison, 5:30 social, dinner 6:30

14 Admirals Ball

14 Valentine's Day

18 Ash Wednesday

22 First Sunday of Lent
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-- COUNCIL OFFICERS --
As of July 1, 2025
Chaplain ......ccecemneceeeecenseeeens Fr. Matthew Bonk

DiStriCt DEPULY ..cvevverereeerenrerseessrenesennes Don Pollard
Financial Secretary .........PGK Michael McCarthy

Grand Knight ......cocenecenecenncene Ronan Streby
Deputy Grand Knight .............. PGK Dr Harvey Yee
Warden Robert Ragnone
Advocate William Krebs
Chancellor ......ceeceesneceiseens PGK Mark Davidek
Recorder Open
Treasurer Gregory Frixen
Inside GUArd ..........ccoeeeemeeeeemsseseenns Dennis Rodgers
Outside Guard ........c.coueeeemrreenneens PGK Ken Pelletier
Trustee (3 year) . ..PGK Joseph Goergen
Trustee (2 Year ... PGK Thomas Brooks
Trustee (1 year ... PGK Matthew George
Lecturer Robert Ragnone
Public Relations Director .......... Joseph Goergen
Membership Dir€Ctor ........cceeeereeneeennens TBA

Program Director ...... ... Dale Wangler
Community Director PGK Dr Harvey Yee
Faith DIr€COr .....cecveveereeernerserenseseennns Mark Davidek
Family Dir€Ctor .......cooereerereeseerseeenes PGK Jack Tylus
Life DIr€CO ....veueeeereeereerseeessesinens PGK Jack Tylus
Youth Director Open
Insurance Promotion ..... PGK Michael McCarthy
Insurance Agent ........ecveeveereeneens S. Randy Laue

(810) 714-0818

BUILDING COMPANY OFFICERS

President Dale Wangler
Vice President......eeenseseseesnnnns Dan Campbell
SECTELANY ceeveeeeeeeerisessssssesiseeens Michael McCarthy
Treasurer. Mark Davidek

BUILDING COMPANY DIRECTORS
Dale Wangler, James Lusty,
Gary Deitering, Robert Ragnone

FOURTH DEGREE ASSEMBLY 0510

Faithful Friar ......ccoevvceervees Fr. Georges Bidzogo
Faithful Navigator ..........cceeceeeeeneee Lenny Accardo
Faithful Comptroller ... Keith Snyder

Faithful Captain ..... . Charles Loader
Faithful Admiral ........coeceeeecnenirnrrsenrernnnes Jack Tylus
Faithful PUISET ..oveeeeeeeeeessseeeessenene Greg Frixen
Faithful Pilot David Pillen
Faithful Scribe .........cooeeeeerrerrnneres Michael Wilson
Faithful Sentinel ..........cooceeveeereerreennnne Stevie Weston

Faithful Sentinel....
Trustee (1 year) ..... ... Jack Massimino
Trustee (2 year) . .. Mike Hutchins
Trustee (3 Year) .....cceeeuemeeeeevennnneens Mark Davidek
Color Corps Commander ..........cueue.. Keith Snyder

. Michael Sherman

The Columbus Crusader
Official Publication of
MSGR. PATRICK R. DUNIGAN
COUNCIL #695

Flint, Michigan 48504
Published and distributed free to the members,
once a month, to report on activites. Subscrip-
tion rate to non-members is $18.00 per year.

PUBLICATION STAFF
Editor Mike McCarthy
Advertising Manager .........coceeveeenene Joe Goergen

PATRONS FOR CRUSADER

Greg Alumit Lawrence Hackett Ray Rust

Tom and Colleen Argus Tom Halligan Philip & Cecilia Satkowiak*
Stan Blood Thomas Henthorn Steve Simms

Steve Buszek Jim & Helen Jackson Jim Skellett

Joe Bouza Brian Johnson Nick Skellett

Tom Brooks Fred Kay Patrick Skellett

Brian Bur William & Marlene Krebs Tom Skellett

Dan Campbell Richard Kelley Tom Smela

Andrew Cocagne Leonard Kerperien Ethan Sperla

Marge Conley Scott Kubacki Michile Stoutenburg
Peterson Cullimore Oliver La Fontaine Ronan Streby

Joseph Curtis Jim Lusty Francis Sullivan

Joel Cuttitta Dave McAuliffe Joe & Mary Lou Sullivan
Peter Daunt Mike McCarthy Steve Tesler

Robert Ddamulira Richard Miller Jack and Valerie Tylus
Gary Deitering Jim Neumann John VanTol

Max Dolehanty Jr Mike Owens Tony Vedock

Paul Drevon Patrick Palmeri Doug Wagar

Dan DuCharme Ken Pelletier Dale Wangler

Thomas Edelen Sr. Joe Pintar Welton Wright

Theodore Eisenbeis Dennis Plamondon Lawrence & Sharon Wyczalek
John Fisher John Ploucha Russell Yahr

Richard Fox George Plunkey Harvey Yee

Greg Frixen Mark Plunkey Tony Zochowski

David Gagne Paul Plunkey In Memory of

Matt George Doug Procunier - Joseph Androsky

Joe & Bobbie Goergen Bob Ragnone - George & Helen Goergen
Pat Goodall Mark Ranville - Hollis Massie

Hans Gorke Dennis Rodgers - James Neering

Rudy Haapala Scott Rohner - Edward Vedock

* renewed for 2026

Honorary Life - no dues.

Council Dues and Voluntary Assessments

Dues are currently being collected. Regular - $40/year, Honorary - $20/year,

Honorary Life membership cards were mailed last month. Other members will
receive cards when dues are paid. Invoices were mailed in mid-January. The first
set of cards will go out by mid-February. Dues cover the per capita assessments
from Supreme and State Council. The balance of dues allows for local charitable
work by the council and a small amount covers our minimal operating costs.

Council Connection
Phone:  810-235-6333
Email: gk695@mikofc.org
Website: www.kofcflint.org
Facebook: kofcflint
State: mikofc.org
Supreme: kofc.org

Become a Columbus
Crusader Patron

i For $15 a year, you can have your name and your
Ewife's name, if applicable, listed among those who
:help underwrite the cost of The Columbus Crusader.
i For over 84 years, this monthly publication has
1brought news and advertising to council members.
:Complete the simple form below and mail with your
$15 donation to Council 695, 2415 Bagley St., Flint,
M1 48504.

= Name
H

E Address




Please remember

Attention Needed

If your name appears below, you are scheduled for removal from the Crusader
mailing list beginning next month. If you wish to continue receiving this Crusader
newsletter, please leave a message for Mike at fs695@mikofc.org or the council
phone, 810-235-6333.

Note: It is thought that most of the names are 4" degree Assembly members who
are not part of Council #695 but may have had direct affiliation with 695 in the past.
There are possibly a few surviving spouses in the list. We are happy to continue

in your daily prayers

Fr. Tom Firestone
Dcn. Tony Verdun
Fr. Giroux
Linda Reynolds
John Davidek
Rose Gorke
Peter Goergen
Gloria Accardo
Joel Cuttitta
Maryanne George
Mandy Borsenik
Carol Goergen

Santino Jamison
Diane Gagne
Dan Bishop
Tom Argus
Mary George
Stan Blood
Duane Whitney
PGK Tom Edelen
John Sperla, Jr.
George Plunkey
Shane Church
Philip & Cecilia Satkowiak
Tom George
Pat Goodall
Michael J. Reuther
Paul Busque
Melba Barton
Dean Haywood
Mark Davis
Jerod Fehy
Larry Starnes
Bill Krebs
Barbara Cole
Jonathan Smith
Jim Jackson
Robert Smith
Carolyn Anderson
Bob Johnson
Roselynn Serra
Charles Johnson
Paul Zuwala
Lucas Allen
Vincent Pangori
Marge Conley
Ferris Williams
PFN Neal & Claudia Roche
Barbara Johnson
Cathy Huber
Duane Walters
Family of Bob Lobakivich
Jim Bonner
Don O’Brien
Doug McManus
Don LaRochelle
Sam Yanta
John Koszegi
Chuck Daley
Jo Etue
Edmund Evans
Ken McDonald
David Shaw
Sue Zerweck
Maureen Kelsey

sending the newsletter to you, but please respond to let us know.

Allan N Karl

Andres Enriquez
Andrew D Santini
Anthony J Dryfuse
Anthony Jacob W Girard
Brenda & Del LeTourneau
Brian F McCarthy
Catherine Muhvic
Christine Adams
Christopher L Scott
Christopher M Sardo
Cornelius F Roche Jr
David A Brown

David Pillen

Dennis G Szechy
Donald W Shaw
Donald W Simon
Duane W Withey

Earl E Hagen

Edward S Witucki Jr
Frank Coulter

Fred Westervelt

Gary L Estock

Gene R Myers

George Dann

Gregory Promenchenkel
Hugh R Clark Jr
James B Reigle
James B Reuther
James F Butler

James L Hudson
Jeffrey S Cunningham
Joe Bonifazi

John A Freel

John B Miller

John D Giedrojc
John J Rizzo

John L Seeley
John MacDonald
Jon R Franklin
Joseph G Mihailoff
Joseph P Kato
Joseph V Dunn
Keith LeTourneau
Ken Lixey PFN
Kenneth A Mraz
Kenneth D West
Larry M Pillen
Leonard Accardo
Lloyd P Neumann
Louis Rosebrough
Margaret Slosar
Marvin L Birchmeier
Mary Bosak

Matt Hartmann
Michael C Reynolds
Michael J Brewer
Michael J Hatchew
Michael J Kotarski
Michael J Sheeran
Michael J Sherman
Michael Trussell
Monther Hawa

Mrs Janet Waters
Mrs Marie Knight
Mrs Robert Sprowl
Mrs William H Schroeck
Norbert M Bergeron

Paul Ososki

Peter A Daunt
Philip D LaGuire
Raymond Blind
Richard A Kirbitz
Richard D Jenkins
Richard Negrinelli
Richard S Jobbagy
Robert A McCall
Robert A McElheron
Robert B Moffett
Robert C Dickinson
Robert C Voto
Robert J Brown
Robert Vandesteene
Rodney Coleman
Roger Mawby

Roy E Hall

Ryan P Letter
Samuel P Mattarella
Stanford Curtiss Jr
Stanley M Butler
Stephen Weston
Thomas C Awad
Thomas Goggins
Thomas J Argus
Thomas J O'Brien
Thomas J Sutter
Thomas P Vizanko
William E Witucki
William L Burger
Willie J Barton

Why now? 80-90% of the content in The Columbus Crusader is specific to
Council 695 in Flint and is likely not of interest to those listed above. We are
discontinuing the Assembly #510 Faithful Navigator column, but will feature 4™
degree promotional and event information for our council members. We have
about 80 new council members to add to the mailing, so cost is also a factor.

Marie Gillespie
The Souls in Purgatory
James Adams (dcd)




Council News from January Meeting

Council meeting: Tuesday January 13, 7:35 pm - 8:40 pm.
Council chambers at St. John Vianney. Led by Grand Knight
Ronan Streby. Eleven council members present.

Grand Knight Report: We are selling tickets for the

Seminarian Dinner on February 12, hosted by Council 4090 at

St. John Davison. Pancake Breakfast at St. Matthew on
Sunday February 1 after 10:00 am Mass. 4™ Degree Admirals
Ball on Saturday February 14. Propose the council purchases
a table for 8 to support the event. Proceeds go to Sacred

Heart Veterans Village. Met with Pregnancy Health Clinic staff.

They reported 13 abortion-pill reversals in recent months.
Help is needed with supplies. Comments from members:
North End Soup Kitchen and My Brothers Keeper are seeking
volunteers. The PHC mobile ultrasound unit is available for
showing at a church or council event. The Flint Rosary
Confraternity meets after 11:00 am Mass at St. John Vianney.

Treasurer and Financial Secretary reports were accepted.
Assembly 510: The Mott Foundation donated 1800 Wrap-a-
Vet coats. The next 4" degree Exempilification will be April 18
and St. Mary Cathedral, Lansing. The Admiral’s Ball is

February 14. Tickets are available.

Program reports: Winning posters from the Keep Christ in
Christmas K of C poster contest were shared with attendees
by GK Streby. A planning meeting for the Pancake Breakfast
at St. Matthew will be held January 15 at 4pm in our KofC
room. The Singing Knights are seeking new members. Open
house: January 28. Contact Jim Lusty. Fr. Daniel will help
Knights with clean-up of our meeting area which contains
both Knights and Parish items. The St. Luke N.E.W Life
Center baby shower will be May 6-7.

New Business: Bulletin ad was approved for 2026 at cost
of $400. $250 was approved to reserve a council table for
eight at the Admiral’s Ball. Couples attending will reimburse
council $35 (half-price).

Good of the order: three seminarians from Minnesota are
helping at St. Mary until January 26. Our seminarians, Glen
and Joseph, are studying in Rome and served Christmas
Mass for Pope Leo.

Lecturer Ragnone read from the day’s Gospel and council
closed the meeting with Prayer for Vocations.

Plans for 2026

Rest in Peace

Subject to change.

James Adams, Jr.

February 1 Pancake Breakfast — 5t. Matthew Born: April 25, 1926
March 28-29 Tootsie Roll (MI) Drive at parishes Died: January 28, 2026
May 6-7 Baby Shower Setup at 5t. Luke NEW Life Center Member since October 1967
May 20-22 K of C S5tate Convention

May 25 Memorial Day Mass Refreshments — Old Calvary

luly 5t. Mary Youth Camp February Birthdays
August 1-2 Brats Cookout = 5t. John Vianney

August 7 Vocation Night at Lugnuts Baseball 1 Oliver J La Fontaine
October Clergy and Religious Appreciation Dinner 6 Dr Robert Ddamulira
November 28 Ring the Bell = 5am's Club (73 ﬁg%gﬂs'jagg:‘c%f;
December 14-16 Christmas Gifts at 5t. Luke NEW Life Center 8 Gary R Deltering
December 19 Angel's Outreach Christmas Party 9 Jonathan M Gildner

92nd Exemplification

Celebrating the 250™ Anniversary of the United States

Saturday April 18, 2026
St. Mary Cathedral, Lansing, Ml

This is your chance to join the 4™ degree at an historic event.
Contact an Assembly 510 Officer for details.

16 Joseph K Sullivan

20 Thomas J Brooks

20 Christopher J Kerperien
20 Daniel P Kerperien

21 Welton Wright

23 Richard N Kelley

24 Joseph Wilberding

27 Gregory A Frixen

28 Rev Thomas Firestone

Anniversaries

4 David & Joene McAuliffe

Admirals Ball - Saturday February 14. Tickets available from 4™ degree.

14 Walter & Janet Ducharme
14 John & Sandra McNicol




Congratulation to our 60 Honorary Life Members

Rev. Matthew Bonk
Rev. Thomas Firestone
Rev. Douglas Osborn
Rev. Anthony Strouse
Joseph Bouza
Edward Bruff
Michael Burnett

Paul Busque

Steve Buszek
Joseph Crimi

Craig Damon

Gary Deitering

Lance Dicaire

Max Dolehanty, Jr
Theodore Eisenbeis
Anthony Etue
Edward Flynn
Richard Folts
Richard Fox

Frank Garofalo

Matthew George
Patrick Goodall
Lawrence Hackett
Thomas Halligan
Frederick Johnson
Robert Johnson
Frederick Kay
Richard Kelley
Leonard Kerperien
Ronald Klocek
William Krebs
Oliver La Fontaine
Laurence Macdonald
John McNicol
Richard Miller
Michael Owens
Kenneth Pelletier
Carl Pendell
Joseph Pintar
Dennis Plamondon

John Ploucha
George Plunkey
Paul Plunkey
Douglas Procunier
Robert Ragnone
Mark Ranville
Thomas Rathsack
Raymond Rust
Philip Satkowiak
Steven Simms
Thomas Skellett
Joseph Sullivan
Francis Sullivan
Thomas Sutter
Jerome Sysko
Stephen Tesler
Douglas Wagar
Welton Wright
Lawrence Wyczalek
Russell Yahr

Next month the Crusader will list the nearly 40 Honorary Life members who have joined from #8245.

i

Roger L. Sharp, President

Miller Road Chapel
Roger L. Sharp, Manager
8138 Miller Rd « P.O. Box 69 « Swartz Creek, M| 48473 « 810-635-4411
Fenton Chapel
Michael T. Scully, Manager
1000 Silver Lake Rd « P.O. Box 1161 « Fenton, Ml 48430 « 810-629-9321
Linden Chapel
Stephanie Sharp Foster, Manager
209 E. Broad St « P.O. Box 70 « Linden, MI 48451 « 810-735-7833
Funeral Home & Cremation Center
Jennifer Sharp Scully, Manager
6063 Fenton Rd « Flint, Ml 48507 « 810-694-4900

1-810-239-8800 1-877-53-SHARP
www.sharpfuneralhomes.com

We’ve set a new standard in
Funeral Service to our community.

\ /// &ﬂ}azr
‘i\ﬂT Gir ,g
WAy NERAL HOME

& CREMATION CENTER
1225 W. Hill Road
Between 1-475 and US-23

(810) 235-2345
(888) 243-2345

Owner & Operated by
Rick R. Lamb & Family

Please Support
our Advertisers
who help
make this newsletter
possible.

Dtalia

PASTA ¢ RIBS * VINO

Restuarant & Catering
G-3273 Miller Road * Flint
(810) 720-4112
1141 S. State Road « Davison
(810) 653-6899
231 Grand Blanc Road  Grand Blanc
(810) 866-4303

2025-20265 State Raffle
Michigan Knights of Columbus
40 Prizes

4 Grand Prizes

Council 695 receives 20% of our
ticket sales. Tickets: $5.

Drawing: April 16, 2026 8:00 pm

El Toro
234-0023
Fax 234-3153

2132 Davison Rd.
Flint, MI 48506
(810) 234-9545

RESTAURANT & PIZZERIA
A Family Tradition “Since 1955”

TOM BEAUBIEN, Owner
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Richvalsky & Sons
Realtors

The Original

State Certified Appraiser

STEAK & ONION 4387 S. Saginaw St.

Burton, MI 48529

Joey Richvalsky

Owner, Broker, Salesman

\_ A Mid-Michigan Tradition Since 1972! ) Phone: (810) 743-0600
SERVING: Knights of Columbus
New Calvary + Old Calvary + All Saints Lenten Fish Fries

+ St. Michael Byzantine Cemeteries
Good Shepherd - Montrose

Office located at New Calvary Holy Redeemer - Burton
4142 Flushing Road + Flint, Michigan 48504 St. John - Davison
810-732-2620 St. John - Fenton

Purchase your grave space, vault, marker, or monument from your Catholic

Cemetery. Call and make an appointment today to explore your options. Check the parish bulletins or

search the internet for details.




