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Lenten Pillars
Brother Knights,

Happy Easter to everyone! We conclude
our 40 days of fasting, prayer, and
almsgiving of Lent with 50 days of Easter,
commemorating our Lord'’s resurrection
and the gift of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.

| believe there is a good reason that our
season of Easter is longer than the season
of Lent. Jesus told us that true discipleship
requires sacrifice, but that if we are willing
to give everything to Him-even our very
lives-we will receive even more than we
could have imagined. Jesus said, “Truly |
say to you, there is no one who has left
house or brothers or sisters or mother or
father or children or farms, for My sake and
for the gospel's sake, but that he will
receive a hundred times as much now in
the present age...and in the age to come,
eternal life.” Mark 10:29-31.

Something | want to address in this letter
is the feeling some of us may have around
Easter: that we failed our Lenten mission.
Maybe we didn’t stick to our fasting or
abstinence 100%. Maybe we said our
prayers half-heartedly. Or, maybe we
engaged in sins or vices we ought to have
put up more of a fight against. We may feel
like our Lent was “wasted” in some sense. |
want to challenge this idea. The Devil is
clever, and wants to rob us of our joy
during this season of Easter. He will pull
out whatever he can to guilt you into
turning away from God, thinking you're not
worthy. This is a half-truth; we are not
worthy, true, but God still sent His Son into
the world to live and die for us.

Jesus did not give His life on the cross
and rise again for the righteous, but for the
unrighteous. It is only in confronting our

unworthiness that we can see clearly the
love God has for us, how He wants us to
turn to Him even if we have failed so many
times. Reorienting your life towards God
can happen at any time, at any place, and
you are not limited to one day or one
season. If you feel like you have failed God,
do not despair. Lay your guilt and
inadequacy at the foot of the cross and
gaze upon the empty tomb.

| want to thank everyone who
participated in the MI Drive this Palm
Sunday! We had over 10 volunteers and
raised over $1,000 for the mentally
impaired in our community! We could not
have done it without you and your help.

On April 18th, we have a volunteer
opportunity at Powers Catholic High
School. Cross Catholic Outreach is
partnering with Council 10170 to pack
54,000 meals for families in developing
countries. If you have been disturbed by
events happening overseas, this is your
opportunity to provide real help. This will
be from 8:00 AM to 12:00 noon. They need
as many people as possible, so sign up if
you can!

Vivat Jesus!

With regards,
Ronan Streby
Grand Knight
810-444-6458

Due to this combined April/May issue the
May Grand Knight Report and other news
items will only be available by email and
the website around May 1.
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Calendar of Events
April 2026

2 Assembly 510 Meeting, Holy
Redeemer Family Life Center,
7:30 p.m.

5 Easter Sunday

14 Msgr. Dunigan Council 695
Meeting, St John Vianney,

K of C Room, 7:30 p.m.

18 Food Packaging Project at
Powers Catholic HS - 8:00 am

25 Feast of St. Mark, Evangelist

May 2026
6/7 St. Luke N.E.W. Life Center Baby
Shower
7 Fourth Degree Meeting, Holy
Redeemer Family Life Center,
7:30 p.m.
10 Mother's Day
12 Msgr. Dunigan Council 695
Meeting, St John Vianney,
K of C Room, 7:30 p.m.
17 The Ascension of the Lord
24 Pentecost Sunday
25 Memorial Day Mass at Old Calvary

Council Connection
Email: gk695@mikofc.org
Website: www.kofcflint.org
Facebook: kofcflint
State: mikofc.org
Supreme: kofc.org
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As of Tuesday April 21, 2026, the council telephone number has been

Please contact council officers directly or through parish offices.

Council Dues and Voluntary Assessments

Membership cards have been mailed to all members who paid their dues prior
to April 20. If you did not receive yours, contact fs695@mikofc.org.
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Please remember

Knights Support Cross Catholic Food Program

in your daily prayers

Members of Council 695 joined with councils throughout the Lansing and Saginaw dioceses to
participate in food packing program sponsored by Cross Catholic Outreach (CCO) and the Knights
of Columbus. According to Ashley Stinnett, Engagement Officer for CCO, the event held on April

Fr. Tom Firestone
Dcn. Tony Verdun

peiigfr”ﬁggan 18" at Powers Catholic High School, packed a total of 54,000 meals that have been sent to
Li;ggg%fgfés international partners to feed the hungry. In addition, 6,000 meals will be distributed through local
Rose Gorke partners in Michigan.
Peter Goergen Council #10170 at Holy Redeemer in Burton was the host council for the event with Rick Perry

Gloria Accardo
Joel Cuttitta
Maryanne George
Mandy Borsenik
Carol Goergen
Santino Jamison
Diane Gagne

leading the effort to coordinate local volunteers. Participants for Council 695 included Ronan
Streby, Mike McCarthy, Joe Goergen, David McAuliffe, and Dale Wangler. They joined
approximately 100 volunteers who worked in teams of ten to assemble Vitafood meal packs. Each
meal contains a mix of rice, beans, soy, vegetables, and vitamins which will be reconstituted with
water to provide nutritious meals to children and families in countries facing dire food shortages.

Dan Bishop . X - X . . "
Tom Argus According to Stinnett, it's not just about the meals. She wrote in a thank you to the Knights, “The
Né?ry %?Or%e meals you send have a spiritual impact, too. They communicate Christ’s love to those in need and
an bloo . . . . . . - . . .
Duane Whitney prove that Catholic social teaching is more than just an idea — it is the tangible action of serving

PGK Tom Edelen
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Philip & Cecilia Satkowiak
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Pat Goodall
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Bob Johnson
Roselynn Serra
Charles Johnson
Paul Zuwala
Lucas Allen
Vincent Pangori
Marge Conley
Ferris Williams
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Barbara Johnson
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Duane Walters
Family of Bob Lobakivich
Jim Bonner
Don O’Brien
Doug McManus
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Jo Etue
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The Souls in Purgatory
All of the newly baptized
and confirmed at Easter

and lifting up our neighbors.”

In 2025, CCO shipped over 28.4 million meals throughout the world. Projects were supported in
15 countries including Malawi, Haiti, and Peru. You can find more information about Cross Catholic

Outreach at their website https://crosscatholic.org.

April
Birthdays
1 Michael J McCarthy
2 Robert R Burrough
11 Paul J Drevon
11 Douglas M Procunier
12 David W Finkbeiner
12 Robert C Johnson
13 Kenneth J Pelletier
14 Patrick J Goodall
14 Justin D Rohner
21 Matthew M George
24 Gordon Harman
25 Laurence E Macdonald
27 Randall A Josey
27 Thomas D Rathsack
28 Samuel A Ragnone
29 Kenneth D Lewis
29 Mark A Plunkey
29 Robert C Voto
30 Thomas G Goergen

Anniversaries
11 William & Marlene Krebs
19 Matthew & Maryanne George
19 Robert & V. Diane Voto

Photos: (top) GK Streby measures
rice for Vitafood mixture. (middle)
PGK Goergen restocks a station
with beans. (bottom) Program
Director Wangler checks the
package weight before passing to
Flint Campus Minister Justin
Flemming for final packaging. To
his left is Kevin from the
Williamson council.

May
Birthdays
1 Amerigo Grossi
3 John B Fisher
4 Frank A Garofalo
4 Robert A Ragnone
4 Timothy A Jones
6 Craig T Ockerman
8 Anthony J Zochowski
10 Peterson R Cullimore
10 Anthony R Etue
10 Ronan H Streby
11 Mark L Danaho
11 Raymond R Rust
13 Dr Mathew G Faris
13 Timothy L Wehrman
14 Michael R Dear
15 Dennis E Rodgers
18 Brian A Johnson
18 Mark A Ranville
20 William M Bowling
21 Matthew V Kerperien
25 Cesar V Alcid
26 Gregory H Alumit
26 Austin T Kellett
27 Lance D Dicaire
30 Hans G Gorke
31 Duane A Burnash
31 Benjamin P Caughlin
31 Max E Dolehanty Jr
31 William J Krebs

Anniversaries
3 Lance & Adeline DiCaire
11 Gregory & Julie Frixen
14 John & Kimberly Fisher
16 Gary & Diane Deitering

16 Thomas & Catheryn Skellett

18 George & Linda Plunkey

20 Oliver J & Shirley LaFontaine

23 Richard & Glenna Kelley




Council News from March Meeting

Meeting began at 7:35 pm on Tuesday, March 10, in council
chambers. Ten council members were present, along with one
phone-in member, and District Deputy Don Pollard was also in
attendance. Worthy DD Pollard presented the council with the
Columbian Award for 2024-2025. He also reminder members
about the Aid and Support After Pregnancy (ASAP) program
being emphasized by the State. If council recruits three new
members and makes an ASAP donation, a $250 bonus
donation will be made to the ASAP recipient organization. DD
Pollard also noted a request from Hannah's House in Lansing
for donations to remain in operation. A food-packing event is
scheduled for April 18 at Powers Catholic.

GK Ronan Streby encouraged members to continue their
Lenten season, thanked members for help with the breakfast
at St. Matthew on March 1, and for supporting the James
Adams’ prayer service. He asked council to consider an ASAP
donation and to discuss cancelling our council phone service.
Treasurer Greg Frixen and Financial Secretary Mike McCarthy

delivered their respective reports.

Assembly 510 reported the Admiral’s Ball raised $2016 to
support Veteran's Village. There were 98 attendees. The
annual golf outing is scheduled for July 28 at Flushing
Valley Golf Club. The next Exemplification will be in Lansing
on April 18.

Business: ASAP donation was discussed. It was pointed
out that council had made a $1000 donation in December
so we had met the State challenge for 100% council
participation this year. Discussion on how to raise funds was
referred to the Planning committee. Budget will be
presented at next council meeting. Members approved
cancellation of phone service with Tracfone, 11-0.

GK Streby served as acting Lecturer and read a reflection
for the day. Dennis Rodgers mentioned a new Catholic was
interested in becoming a council member and GK also
mentioned another possible transfer as a result of the
breakfast at St. Matthew. Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm.

Council News from April Meeting

Meeting began at 7:35 pm on Tuesday April 14 in council
chambers. Ten council members were present. After opening
prayer and pledge of allegiance GK Ronan Streby reported
on upcoming events. Help is needed for the food-packing
event at Powers Catholic scheduled for April 18. 60,000
meals will be packed that day. A group requested to sell
items made in Jerusalem at the churches. Keep in mind
upcoming donations for ASAP, Food for Families, and the
RSVP programs. We need to approve budget for our State
Convention delegate. Also, Memorial Day Mass is coming up
next month.

Treasurer and Financial Secretary reports were given and
accepted. Assembly 510 member Hans Gorke reported that
20 Vet Wrap coats were donated to Saginaw VA hospital for
distribution. Reminder that golf outing is July 25. Editor Mike
McCarthy reported that the Crusader for April was delayed
and that a combined April/May issue would be published. A
question was raised about publishing less frequently and

making greater use of email and web access to help
manage costs and work effort. There is possibility of
breakfast at St. Matthew on May 3". GK Streby will discuss
with St. Matthew staff.

A number of items were referred to the next Planning
Committee meeting. These include ASAP and Food for
Families donations, a review and discussion of a proposed
budget, and possible fundraisers by the council. The
meeting is tentatively scheduled for Tuesday May 5 at 4pm.

Business: Approved, 10-0, to send Ml drive funds to Elmer
Knopf Learning Center, Vocational Independence Program,
and Special Olympics Area 13 as in past years. Approved,
10-0, to allocate up to $1500 to pay for delegate attendance
at State Convention. PGK Mark Davidek will attend as our
delegate. Approved, 10-0, to allocate up to $250 to support
refreshments at the Memorial Day Mass at Old Calvary. The
meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm following Lecturer Bob
Ragnone reading and council prayer for vocations.

Upcoming Events

May 6 -7 St. Luke’s N.E.W. Life Center
Baby Shower
May 25  Memorial Day Mass and Refreshments
Old Calvary Cemetery, Flint Twp.
August 7 Lansing Lugnuts Baseball - 7:00 pm
Family Night Celebrating Vocations
August 29 K of C Tiger game

State Convention News

The annual Michigan Knights of Columbus State
Convention will be held Wednesday May 20 to Friday
May 22 on Mackinac Island. This year is an election year
when new State Officers are elected for two-year terms.
By tradition, Council 695 only sends a delegate in years
when new officers are being chosen. This year, our
delegate is PGK Mark Davidek, a long-time council
member. Mark was Grand Knight in 2020 when the
convention was cancelled due to Covid restrictions.




Annual Tootsie Roll Drive

The annual drive to raise funds to support the Mentally
Impaired was conducted by Council 695 members on Palm
Sunday weekend, March 28-29. GK Ronan Streby led the
program this year making sure that each Mass at St. John
Vianney, St. Mary Mission, and St. Matthew churches had
two to four members present to collect donations in
exchange for a Tootsie Roll. A total of $1020. 48 was
collected over the weekend. Pending mail-in donations, the
council will determine the final amount to be sent to the
State Council at the May 12 meeting. Per a vote at the April
meeting, our local donations will be divided equally
between Elmer Knopf Learning Center, Vocational
Independence Program, and Special Olympics Area 13 asin
past years. Twenty percent of the money raised goes to
support Michigan Special Olympics. Council thanks
members and parishioners for their generosity.

Help Find These Members

If you have a current address for any of these members,
please send an email to fs695@mikofc.org or call/text Mike
at 810-620-5117. We would like to send their membership
cards and add them to the Crusader newsletter mailing list.
Thank you for your help in locating these brother Knights.

Cesar Alcid David Lund
Ralph Cabot Michael Kapture
Erik Caughlin Ryan Miller

Robert Nemecek
Robin Pelovina
Robert Pickell
Sharold Robinson
Edward Ullery
Anthony Ullery
Lawrence Wichlacz

Benjamin Caughlin
David Cramer
Andrew Cronin
Richard Frock
Chris Haymon
Fares Jabero
Charles Lewis

Our Partnership with
St. Luke N.E.W. Life Center

Individually, members of Council 695 have volunteered
at St. Luke for many years, including serving meals and
helping with the food pantry. In 2020, the council formed
a formal partnership with the Center and since then has
helped staff many programs. These include the Christmas
gift distribution and the annual baby showers . Two
members serve in the adult tutoring program.

The next event needing our volunteer help will be the
baby showers held on May 6 and 7. It's a minimal time
commitment in late morning to help load shower gifts
into cars. Contact Mike McCarthy by email or phone.

Investing With Integrity

Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors

Webinar: Tuesday May 19 - 8:00 pm EDT

Subject:  Align your Investments with your
Catholic Faith
Register: bit.ly/4u05Dj3

Roger L. Sharp, President

Miller Road Chapel
Roger L. Sharp, Manager
8138 Miller Rd « P.O. Box 69 * Swartz Creek, Ml 48473 « 810-635-4411
Fenton Chapel
Michael T. Scully, Manager

1000 Silver Lake Rd « P.O. Box 1161 « Fenton, MI 48430 « 810-629-9321
Linden Chapel
Stephanie Sharp Foster, Manager
209 E. Broad St » P.O. Box 70 « Linden, MI 48451 « 810-735-7833

Funeral Home & Cremation Center
Jennifer Sharp Scully, Manager

6063 Fenton Rd « Flint, MI 48507 « 810-694-4900

1-810-239-8800 1-877-53-SHARP www.sharpfuneralhomes.com

We’ve set a new standard in
Funeral Service to our community.

WU LZ

[ee=smiswmonns )
HuMI FyNERAL HOME
& CREMATION CENTER

1225 W. Hill Road
Between [-475 and US-23

Owner & Operated by (810) 235-2345

Rick R. Lamb & Family (888) 243-2345

entertainment center

6430 W. Pierson Rd.,
Flushing, MI (810) 659-5675

BOWLING « VOLLEYBALL « BILLIARDS

PASTA ¢ RIBS * VINO

Restuarant & Catering
G-3273 Miller Road * Flint
(810) 720-4112
1141 S. State Road « Davison
(810) 653-6899
231 Grand Blanc Road  Grand Blanc
(810) 866-4303

Council Planning Meeting
for Events, Fundraisers,
and Budget Review
4:00 pm.

Tuesday May 5, 2026
Council Chambers
at St. John Vianney
Please Call to Confirm Time

El Toro
234-0023
Fax 234-3153

2132 Davison Rd.
Flint, MI 48506
(810) 234-9545

RESTAURANT & PIZZERIA
A Family Tradition “Since 1955”

TOM BEAUBIEN, Owner
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Richvalsky & Sons
Realtors

Joey Richvalsky

Owner, Broker, Salesman
State Certified Appraiser

\_ A Mid-Michigan Tradition Since 1972! )

4387 S. Saginaw St.
Burton, MI 48529
Phone: (810) 743-0600

SERVING:
New Calvary + Old Calvary + All Saints
+ St. Michael Byzantine Cemeteries

Office located at New Calvary
4142 Flushing Road + Flint, Michigan 48504
810-732-2620
Purchase your grave space, vault, marker, or monument from your Catholic

Cemetery. Call and make an appointment today to explore your options.
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