The Columbus Crusader

Msgr. Patrick R. Dunigan Council No. 695, Knights of Columbus

AR
LKECE

N 4

COUNCIL MEETING 2ND TUESDAY

@ NATION UNDER CD

FOURTH DEGREE 1ST THURSDAY

Volume 87, Issue 7

July 2026

Independence Day as Catholics

Brother Knights,

I would normally say something like,
“The summer is fast approaching,” but I'm
afraid it is already here. Despite the
unusual weather we have had, the summer
has approached like a thief in the night. Let
us pray that there are no more tornado
warnings as the months go forward.

As we approach July, we come upon
one of the most important yet
misunderstood holidays: Independence
Day. On this day, our country adopted
what became one of the most important
documents in human history. | am excited
for the celebrations and gatherings,
especially as we celebrate our country’s
Semiquicentennial (try saying that five
times fast). However, | want to take a
moment to reflect on how we are to
approach this holiday as Catholics.

Now, patriotism is a virtue. The healthy
love and appreciation of not just one’s
country but of all God has given us
through that country is certainly a worthy
endeavor. Even so, being a Catholic and an
American has not always been easy. For
much of our country’s history, Catholics
were routinely discriminated against and
shut out of civil society. In fact, our own
organization was founded in part because
many Catholic men were not allowed to
join fraternal organizations. Even today,
many Catholics are viewed with suspicion
and subject to unjust treatment.

It is tempting for many to look at all of
this and come down on America. This
however, is a rash mistake. Love of one’s
country does not mean blindly assenting
to whatever that country does. Rather, it is

the appreciation for what a country is, a
recognition for what it does well, and an
effort to make it better. Our country’s
history is filled with brave men and women
who did not give up on America even
when it seemingly gave up on them. They
saw America was founded on the radical
Christian idea that all men are created
equal, and sought to ensure this ideal was
lived out.

As Catholics, we should not shy away
from the past or excuse it. Rather, we must
love our country enough to want it to grow
and mature. The 4th of July is a celebration
of all things America, and that includes a
celebration of all who fought long and hard
to make it into what it is today. Remember
the Israelites in the desert. Even after they
had given God every reason to give up on
them, He did not. God remained faithful to
the Israelites and promised them greatness
even after many betrayals and apostasies.
He did so not out of indifference or shame
but out of love, and by my estimate, our
Independence Day is about love. It's about
the love of country, the love of neighbor,
and the love of those who came before.

This summer, we have our meeting on
July 14th, along with our brat and hotdog
cookout August 1st and 2nd. Later, we
have our Lansing Lugnuts game August
7th. If you would like to order tickets,
contact Mike McCarthy. Finally, the
Michigan State Council is hosting a Detroit
Tiger's game on August 29th.

Vivat Jesus!

Ronan Streby
Grand Knight, (810) 444-6458

July 2026

Calendar of Events

3 Feast of St. Thomas, Apostle

4 Independence Day

9 Fourth Degree Meeting, Holy
Redeemer Family Life Center,
7:30 p.m.

14 Council 695 Meeting, St. John
Vianney, 7:30 p.m.

14 Feast of St. Kateri Tekakwitha

14 Diocesan K of C Summer Meeting

25 Feast of St James, Apostle

26 Golf Outing to Support Veterans,
Flushing Valley Golf Club

Council Connection
Email: gk695@mikofc.org
Website: www.kofcflint.org
Facebook: kofcflint
State: mikofc.org
Supreme: kofc.org




Please remember

in your daily prayers

Fr. Tom Firestone
Dcn. Tony Verdun
Fr. Giroux
Liz Philbrick
Mary Giroux
Peadar Hogan
Tony Turner
Linda Reynolds
Rose Gorke
Peter Goergen
Gloria Accardo
Joel Cuttitta
Maryanne George
Mandy Borsenik
Carol Goergen
Santino Jamison
Diane Gagne
Dan Bishop
Tom Argus
Mary George
Stan Blood
Duane Whitney
PGK Tom Edelen
John Sperla, Jr.
George Plunkey
Shane Church
Philip & Cecilia Satkowiak
Tom George
Pat Goodall
Michael J. Reuther
Paul Busque
Melba Barton
Dean Haywood
Mark Davis
Jerod Fehy
Bill Krebs
Barbara Cole
Jonathan Smith
Jim Jackson
Robert Smith
Carolyn Anderson
Bob Johnson
Roselynn Serra
Charles Johnson
Paul Zuwala
Lucas Allen
Vincent Pangori
Marge Conley
Ferris Williams
PFN Neal & Claudia Roche
Barbara Johnson
Cathy Huber
Duane Walters
Family of Bob Lobakivich
Jim Bonner
Don O'Brien
Doug McManus
Don LaRochelle
Sam Yanta
John Koszegi
Chuck Daley
Jo Etue
Edmund Evans
Ken McDonald
David Shaw
Sue Zerweck
Maureen Kelsey
Marie Gillespie
The Souls in Purgatory
The USA
Dennis Kellett (dcd)
Sister Alice Lamiman (dcd)

Assembly 510 Looks Ahead to a Busy and Exciting Season

Assembly 510 has several exciting events and initiatives planned for the coming months as we
continue our commitment to supporting veterans, strengthening fraternity, and serving our
communities.

Our annual Golf Outing will be held on Sunday, July 26. This important fundraiser helps support a
variety of veteran-related programs, including Sacred Heart Veterans Village, WRAP-A-Vet (which
provides coats that convert into sleeping bags for homeless veterans), and other projects benefiting
those who have served our nation.

Members and their families can also look forward to our annual Assembly Picnic, which will take
place sometime in August or September. A final date has not yet been selected, but details will be
shared through email, Facebook, and the newsletter as soon as they become available to allow
everyone adequate time to plan.

On Saturday, November 7, Assembly 510 will host its annual Veterans Appreciation Dinner at the
Holy Redeemer Catholic Church Family Life Center. The event traditionally follows the 4:00 p.m.
Mass, which members attend together, and the committee will announce the final schedule as
plans are finalized.

Looking ahead to December, Assembly leadership will be gauging interest in hosting a Christmas
Party for Assembly members and their families. If supported, the celebration would take the place of
our regular December business meeting and provide an opportunity for fellowship during the
holiday season.

Additionally, the Assembly is exploring the possibility of rotating monthly meetings among the
councils that make up Assembly 510. If participating councils are willing to host and secure meeting
locations, the First Thursday meetings would continue to be held from 7:30 p.m. to approximately
9:00 p.m., while providing members an opportunity to visit and engage with fellow councils
throughout the Assembly.

We look forward to seeing many of you at these upcoming events and appreciate your continued
support of Assembly 510 and our mission to serve veterans, our Church, and our communities.

Keith Snyder Rest in Peace

Faithful Navigator
Assembly 510 Dennis Kellett
Born: 03/31/1961
New As§embly #510 Died: 06/11/2026 July Birthdays
Officers for Member since May 2013 4 Joseph Gramz
2026-2027 6 Ryan P Miller
6 George E Plunkey

(]

James R Skellett
10 Daniel M Campbell
10 Thomas L Capua
12 Anthony W Gilbert
14 Joseph A Crimi

14 Andrew J Cronin
14 Chad N Sexton

17 Michael E Heron
19 Curtis S Collier

19 Matthew P Olson
20 Evan E Rowe

21 Richard J Folts

22 Frank J Manley, IV
23 James P Neumann
24 Marvin H Nunn

28 James W Phillips
29 Anthony J Vedock
30 Thomas M Prieur

Faithful Navigator: Keith Snyder
Faithful Captain: Cliff Van
Overbeke

Faithful Comptroller: Hans Gorke
Faithful Admiral: Lenny Accardo
Faithful Pilot: Mike Joliat

Faithful Scribe: Mike Wilson
Inner Sentinel: Stephen Weston
Outer Sentinel: Bill Dutil

One Year Trustee: Mike Hutchins
Two Year Trustee: Kenneth
Pelletier

Three Year Trustee: Bob Howell
Color Corp Commander: Lenny
Accardo

July Anniversaries

1 Matthew & Desiree Olson
6 Michael McCarthy & Paula
Androsky
9 Scott & Raylene Kubacki
9 Frederick & Mary Johnson
10 Thomas & Beth Brooks
11 Welton & Corrie Wright
12 Patrick & Kimberly Skellett
15 Louis & Megan Anderson
16 Mark & Sally Ranville
17 James & Kathy Neumann
20 Paul & Theresa Busque
23 James & Lynnmarie Lusty
24 Benjamin & Amanda
Hutchins




Council News from June Meeting

In the interest of space in this month’s newsletter, only Mark Davidek gave a report about the State Convention.
abbreviated minutes are being reported. Meeting was held Business: Approved donation of $1020 to MI Drive which
on Tuesday June 9. Eight members attended. New District  equaled donations that were collected. Council will absorb
Deputy Randy Laue was in attendance. He will take office expenses for Tootsie Rolls and new vests. Each local
July 1. He noted a goal of having each member invite one organization will receive $272. Approved RSVP donations of
new person to join the Knights every year. This will allow usto  $500 each to seminarians Glen Hart and Joseph Wilberding.
build our membership. Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm following a reading by GK

Assembly 510 is sponsoring the Golf Outing on Sunday July = Streby and council prayer for vocations. Planning meeting to
26. New Officers for 510 were elected for 2026-2027. be held June 19 regarding August/fall events.

New Field Agent Serves Council Coming Events

Mike Abdella is now the K of C Insurance Field Agent
servicing Council 695 members. Mike started with the
Knights of Columbus in January 2024. He has been in the
insurance industry for over 40 years. Mike is a parishioner
at St. Robert’s in Flushing and serves northern part of the
diocese from Flushing to Grand Blanc, Michigan. Contact
info: 877-857-6237 (office), 810-610-3349 (cell),
mike.abdella@kofc.org.

- The 26th annual Knights of Columbus Vocations Night
celebration will take place on Friday August 7 at the Lansing
Lugnuts baseball game. Tickets are $14. Deadline is July 14.

- The Michigan State Council Fraternal and Family K of C
Tiger Day 2026 is scheduled for Saturday August 29. The
Detroit Tigers will play the Los Angeles Dodgers at 1:10 pm.
at Comerica Park. Lower Baseline Box Seats are $65 each:

Mezzanine Seats are $50 each. Deadline is July 15.

- For tickets for the above, contact Mike McCarthy by email
at fs695@mikofc.org or call/text to 810-620-5117.

- Assembly 510 Golf Outing is Sunday July 26 at Flushing
Valley Golf Course. Proceeds support veterans. Cost: $90.
Contact Lenny Accardo at laccardo@comcast.net or 810-6911+
3370 to register. Deadline is July 20.

- St. Mary Mission Youth Summer Camp. Help needed on
Mondays July 6, 13, and 20. Contact Sister Christina.

- see Parish bulletins for several programs this summer

Help Serve at the North End Soup Kitchen
Council member Robert Ddamulira, founder of the Flint
Rosary Confraternity, has announced that Flint Rosary is
serving meals monthly at the North End Soup Kitchen. He is
asking council members to assist on the last Saturday of
each month from 2pm to 5 pm. The next two dates of service
will be July 25 and August 29. Thisis a great work of charity
to help support our community. Please contact Robert at
302-373-1007 if you can help any month.
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